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Solomon Islands Development Trust’s
Child Centred Climate Change Adaptation project (4CA) was the focus of a one
day workshop recently involving stakeholders and government ministries.

He said they had been given no special
attention despite Solomon Islands making commitments to international treaties
like the Convention of the Rights of Children (CRC).

The workshop was aimed at improving
the understanding of the project among
key players.

This was identified, he said, by the noninclusion of children in the 2012-2017
national climate change and disaster risk
management policy.

4CA seeks to include children in the climate change and disaster risk management policy at the national level.
In opening the daylong session, director
of SIDT, Longden Manedika, said 4CA
took a child centred approach to specifically identify children’s vulnerability to
the effects of climate change. He said
children had been disadvantaged in the
aftermath of disasters, often overlooked
by relief efforts.

The director stressed that the 4CA project was committed to changing that situation and including children in future
policies.
Attending the session were the Director
of the Primary Division in the Ministry of
Education and Human Resources Development, Mr Benedict Esibaea, and the
Child Desk Officer of the Ministry of
Women, Youth, Culture and Family AfContinued on page 2..
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fairs, Mrs Loretta Ta’ake.
Mr Manedika said their presence
was a very positive sign for future

government engagement in the project.
Phase one of the 4CA project has
been completed in Ugi in Makira/

Ulawa province and phase two is to
be implemented in Russell, Central
province. The project is funded
through Plan International Australia.

Consultation meeting conducted by SIDT in Samasodu village, Isabel province

Village consultation for BTG a success
Samasodu district in Isabel province is
the latest community to partner with
SIDT in its Bridging The Gap program.
Samasodu joins other Isabel communities: Sigana, Tanageu, Puapuma, Naghoibo, Raja and Malai in linking with
SIDT.
Bridging the Gap is aimed at building
better links between villages, their provincial and national representatives and
all levels of government.
The SIDT team visiting Samasodu, Augustine Todonga and Eddie Bira told the
Monthly newspage that community leaders there now believed they were much
better informed about the background to
2

the BTG and what it can offer their community.

to work together for positive changes,” he
said.

“Interests were generated through discussions among the village leaders towards the upcoming activities. The leaders also demonstrated a willingness to
grasp opportunities for further development in the community. The next step for
their engagement is to select participant
representatives from the various community sectors to take part in future
training,” said Todonga.

Village Chairman, John Konainao
acknowledged SIDT’s BTG initiative for
the Samasodu community and pledged
his support to making the program a success.

“We hope that the consultation will open
up a new learning environment that will
bring positive changes to attitudes and
behavioural issues within the community

The SIDT also met with the newly elected
provincial ward member, Honorable Cecil
Marikana, who is also a Samasodu community member who also pledged his
support for the program.
BTG is a program managed by SIDT and
funded by the Australian Foundation for
Asia Pacific (AFAP)
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SIDT conducts successful PRA training at Samasodu

Participants of PRA training in Samasodu village, Isabel province

A leader in Samasodu district in Isabel
province, Mr Derek Tuita, says his community is now better skilled and equipped
to achieve its future development plans.
He says this is thanks to the Participatory
Rural Appraisal (PRA) training just completed by one of SIDT’s field teams of
Augustine Todonga and Eddie Bira.
Mr Todonga said the PRA training was
the first in a series of activities SIDT will
be undertaking in Samasodu. He said the
training formed part of the governance
series aimed at empowering local people
to share, embrace and analyse their conditions, take ownership of issues and
seek out solutions.
He said that by the end of the training
participants should be able to assess
their own community needs, establish
3

priorities for them and begin considering
solutions to them.

and attitudes of different people in the
community.

He said there were a number of tools
useful in making these decisions including the Quality of Life Index (VQLI).

Community vice chairman, Derek Tuita,
thanked SIDT for the great opportunity
given to his community for the training
and said he was looking forward to
working in partnership with SIDT in its
future training programs.

Accordingly the Samasodu community
nominated sanitation as its number one
priority with communication second and
transport third.
These now needed to be addressed
through effective community participation
that aligned with broader village plans
and with the involvement of key people
both inside and outside the immediate
community, Mr Todonga said.
Apart from identifying priority issues, the
community participants also took part in
behavioural training sessions to assist in
identifying different lifestyles, behaviours,

“We were very privileged to have you
here with us and your presence marks
another milestone in us achieving our
community development plans. He also
thanked the SIDT for helping develop
the community’s skills and knowledge
towards self-reliance.”
PRA is a training package managed by
SIDT and sponsored by the Australian
Foundation for Asia Pacific (AFAP).
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SIDT Program manager Lampio Gerea, met with head of Isabel province department of community affairs, Mr Lyndon Bako

IPG reassures working partnership with SIDT
SIDT has consolidated its Bridging the
Gap (BTG) program in Isabel province
following a series of meetings with government leaders.
SIDT Program manager Lampio Gerea,
recently met with the head of the Isabel
province department of community affairs, Mr Lyndon Bako, to discuss the
implementation of the BTG program in
Samasodu.
The meeting was aimed at consolidating
collective support for the program, outlining the achievements, aims and objectives of the program, and to ensure
leaders at the different levels of govern4

ment understood the importance of the
project.
SIDT has a close working relationship
with the Isabel provincial government.
This has been developed over many
years of working together and through
close consultation as shown by this latest meeting.
During the meeting, Isabel government
head of community affairs, Mr Bako,
assured SIDT ‘s program manager, Mr
Gerea, of continued support while praising SIDT for its communication with
government.

He said the government would appoint a
community liaison officer to assist Samasodu in their development and action
plans.
The main aim of bridging the gap is to
build better links between villages, their
provincial and national representatives
and all levels of government. It is a program managed by SIDT with financial
assistance from AFAP.
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About John Westland

The most recent addition to this
list is John Westland. John comes
with an extensive background in
media (more than 30 years) as a
print and radio journalist, manager of content production, partnerships and aid projects and radio
technical production.
With SIDT keen to expand their
presence in radio and online,
John’s experience will be invaluable in helping steer the way.
John spent the last 25 years working with Radio Australia, as a
news and current affairs reporter
and presenter, including on Pacific Beat. He managed the Pacific
Beat team for 10 years before taking up a role in partnership/
business development during
which time he visited Solomon
Islands to deliver training to journalists from radio, print, NGOs
and government. Subsequent visits saw the establishment of 107
FM (ABC radio now) and the rebroadcast of Pacific Beat and
TokPisin programs on SIBC.
“I’ve visited Honiara for short
periods for work in the past, but
this long term post is a fantastic
opportunity to contribute to the
Solomon Islands community,“
John said, “of course once I get
used to the heat and rain”.

“For many years I’ve been deal5

ing with Solomon Islanders over
the phone, I’ve enjoyed their
company in Australia and on my
short visits here in the past. Living here will be completely different, no doubt, bringing its own
challenges but staka rewards,” he
said.

own way in the future.”
You’re likely to see John around
town on his bicycle with his
beard blowing in the wind. Say
gidday, he says he wants to meet
as many Solomon Islanders as he
can during his stay here.

John said “I want to help SIDT in
all ways and, like all volunteers, I
want to leave my host organisation better equipped to find its
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