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Russell islands training 
Jamal Namo 4CA coordinator (right) with participants during workshop
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SPACE FOR HIRE

SIDT and Red Cross combined 
this month to present a disaster 
preparedness training course in the 
west Russell Islands. 

Two staff members from SIDT, Ja-
mal Namo and Jordy Toiraena plus 
two volunteers from Red Cross, 
Kaitu and Ula, spent 10 days at 
Marulaon village as part of the 4CA 
program. 

The training involved establishing 
disaster management committees 
in each of three villages, Marulaon, 
Karamulun and Bisen. SIDT’s Jordy 
Toiraena also worked with students 
from the Fly Harbour consolidated 
school to produce one drama pro-
duction around the theme of cli-
mate change adaptation. 

SIDT team leader, Jamal Namo, 
said the training had been positive 
for the communities, and just at the 
right time as cyclone Raquel broke 
just at the end of the initial training.  
It proved a good opportunity to test 
the readiness of the committees 
to take the issues around disaster 
management. 

One aspect of the training was to 
carry out a survey of each village 
to establish those areas requir-
ing attention in the event of differ-
ent types of disaster. For example 
the committees identified vulner-
able people in the community that 
would require special assistance 
in a disaster situation. They also 
identified the vulnerable physical 
resources of the village such as un-

>> Continue on page 2
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capped wells, old trees, loose tim-
ber and roofing copper that could 
be dangerous in high winds or high 
seas. 

Chair of the Marulaon committee, 
Mr George Hency, said after the 
training that he and his committee 
were now much more aware of the 
issues that could confront people in 
the event of a natural or man-made 
disaster. 

The 10-day visit to the west Rus-
sell Islands concluded with a cel-
ebration of Central Islands prov-
ince Second Appointed Day. The 
disaster management committees 
of each of the three participating 
communities took part in role-play 
drama productions acting out the 
actions required, before, during 
and after a natural disaster. 

The students from Fly Harbour 
also presented their production on 
climate change adaptation which 
ended with an appeal for all people 
to care for the environment. 

SIDT’s 4CA program is support-
ed by Plan International and FSPI 
– the Foundation for the South Pa-
cific Islands.

Disaster readiness or disaster 
preparedness is just that, getting 
yourself ready or prepared for that 
day when the disaster comes for it 
surely will. 

Trainers very rarely get to see 
their students put into practice in 
real life situations those processes 
and practices they’ve just taught.

But that was not at all the case 
in SIDT’s recent trip to the Russell 
Islands. Jamal Namo who heads 
the 4CA program and SIDT’s dra-
ma coordinator, Jordy Toiraena, 
spent 10 days in Marulaon building 
disaster management teams, train-
ing them and putting them through 
simulations. 

Unbeknown to all, nature (and 
man) were about to intervene.  

One principle drummed into di-
saster management teams is to 
keep an ear on the radio for warn-
ing information and advice.  On 
the morning the SIDT was about 
to leave and while listening out for 
shipping information, the village 
leaders and the SIDT team heard 
the first of the warning about Cy-
clone Raquel. 

The trainers could not have 
dreamed of a better situation: a 
week long training course topped 
off by a real-live emergency!  From 
the one radio tuned into SIBC the 
news of the impending cyclone 
quickly spread through the village. 
People were alerted to its location, 
speed and direction from which 
they determined how long it would 
take to reach the village (if at all) 
and started to prepare their homes 
in the manner just taught. 

And if that was not enough, a 
man-made disaster unfolded just 
the day prior when a barge loaded 
with containers and heavy earth-
moving equipment broke free from 
the tug and ran aground on a reef 
just in front of Marulaon. 

Over the duration of two days the 
barge slowly sank, leaving an oil 
slick spreading out across what is 
a Marine Protected Area. The trag-
edy for the people of Marulaon and 
Karamulun being that no matter 
how prepared they are, disasters 
such as these will come. The test 
for the future is in how the people 
react, respond and recover.  

Disaster readiness >> From page 1

Dancing mother, during Central Islands  
second apointed day celebration in Russell.

LEFT: Jordy of SIDT with theatre group after drama training for school children
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Marulaon guest house in West Russell Islands

There is no possible preparation 
that will ready you for a week in a 
Pacific island village. All the read-
ing, all the looking at videos and all 
the magazines will only provide the 
most basic idea of what to expect. 

Towards the end of June I was 
lucky enough to spend 10 days in 
the west Russell islands in the vil-
lage of Marulaon. 

Readers of this magazine will 
know the Russell Islands are re-
ferred to as the 99 islands. And that 
is for obvious reasons … there are 
some 80-90 islands in the group. 
Most of course, are uninhabited, 
some are tiny, but some are moun-
tainous and well-populated. 

Marulaon is on the south side 
of Marulaon Island (sometimes 
known as Baisen Island). It’s home 
to about 250 people most of whom 
make their cash from copra pro-
cessing. 

The MV Kosco takes about nine 
hours from Honiara to Maulaon; 
most of that time is spent weaving 
in and out of the reefs and islands 
of the Russell group. On the right 
day it’s a magical trip, crystal wa-
ters, dolphins alongside the ship, 
seabirds dipping and soaring on 
the wind and with the backdrop of 

coconut plantations covering the 
islands. 

In the village most people have 
a water tank hooked to their roof. 
But without rain they run dry quickly 
and it was this picture we met on 
our arrival. But, to the relief of the 
villagers, not only did we bring a 
training program and educational 
materials about climate change, 
but also rain. Little did we (or they) 
know that it was the precursor to a 
cyclone. 

Most people have food gardens, 
although some have them locat-
ed on other islands.  Marulaon is 
ringed by marine protected areas 
to allow the waters around it to re-
cover from overfishing.  This is al-
lowing fish species to restock and 
recover, but it means local fisher-
men must travel long distances to 
make a catch. And in the islands 
distance means fuel which means 
cost. And OBM mix fuel at $SBD22 
a litre means big cost. 

The remoteness of the village is 
both a blessing and curse. No dust 
or mud of Honiara, nor the rush, the 
crowds or traffic jams. (The nearest 
thing to a traffic jam is the rush to 
be first to load or unload when the 
Kosco steams into the inlet).  But on 

the downside there is no school, no 
hospital, a phone connection only 
in some parts and at some times, 
limited food variety, unreliable wa-
ter and no or limited sanitation.

For all that it has some of the 
warmest and friendly people you 
could possibly meet. I spent count-
less hours chatting under mango 
trees, kerosene trees in hammocks 
and by the water. All the time learn-
ing about local life: the joy, the strife 
and the good and the bad. In return 
I hope I was able to tell those peo-
ple of Marulaon about the life I’ve 
led, both the good and the bad and 
give a glimpse of what with the right 
approach, we as a human race can 
achieve. 

I’ve always reflected when I have 
returned to Australia after a trip to 
one or other of the Pacific coun-
tries on whether the western way of 
life was the ‘right’ way, or was the 
Pacific way where time is less im-
portant and stress seems far away 
was not a better way to live. 

I felt the same after returning to 
Honiara after my time in Marulaon 
– which suits my soul better -  the 
city or the village. I’ll have to go 
back to find out.  

A week in Marulaon
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The Solomon Islands Develop-
ment Trust had completed a ses-
sion of Advocacy and Networking 
training in Somasodu in Isabel 
province as part of its Bridging The 
Gap (BTG) program. 

SIDT training facilitator, Ms Kathy 
Sanga, said participants were 

SIDT conducts Advocacy & Networking training for Samasodu 

shown how they can advocate for 
themselves on their priority issues.

She said the training also cov-
ered social and political network-
ing, highlighting how strong rela-
tionships with partners may help 
the community in the future. 

One participant, Mr Alick Saru, 

said it was this issue of networking 
that had impressed him the most. 
He said he was now well aware of 
what a positive relationship with 
stakeholders, donor partners and 
Government Ministries can do for 
the community, especially when 
seeking external financial assis-
tance for community projects.

Ms Sanga said that while the train-
ing had gone well, she encouraged 
young people to become involved 
in future so that they can support 
village elders to achieve their com-
munity development plans. 

At the closing ceremony, Mrs Hel-
len Basiidua, acknowledged SIDT 
and the AFAP for supporting them 
in this kind of training. She added 
that it helped villagers to under-
stand what SIDT wants them to 
achieve for their community.

BTG is funded by the Australian 
Foundation for Asia Pacific (AFAP) 
and incorporates topics such as re-
storative justice and gender infor-
mation sharing.

The Under Secretary for the Min-
istry of Rural Development, Plan-
ning and Aid Coordination Mr Roy 
Mae acknowledged SIDT’s com-
mitment in facilitating the training 
programs for the Technical Com-
munity Helpers (TCHs).

 “I congratulate all TCHs for the 
great achievement received as 
leaving your families for four weeks 
is not an easy task but through your 
commitment and patience that you 
were able to reach the completion 
of the training,” he said.

 The training will help the TCHs 
to acquire the knowledge and skills 
needed to enable them material-
ized what they have learned out in 
the field.

“I would like to acknowledge SIDT 
for facilitating the training program 
which shows a close partnership 
between the Government and to 
the Government for the funding of 
the training program,” Mr Mae con-
cludes.

RDP lauds SIDT’s partnership with Government

The Community Helpers during their training sessions with SIDT

Participants in a group work during the networking training in Samasodu


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

